DIPLOMACY BEFORE THE WORLD WAR     79
cumstances permitted, continue a policy aiming at the main-
tenance of the status quo in Turkey. Should Austria-
Hungary feel compelled to annex Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Russia would adopt a friendly attitude. Austria, on her part,
was disposed toward a confidential and friendly exchange
of views concerning Constantinople and the Straits.22
The door having thus been opened to an understanding
between Russia and Austria-Hungary, a meeting between
the foreign ministers of the two countries was arranged.
This meeting took place on September 16,1908, at the coun-
try estate of Count Berchtold, Austro-Hungarian Ambas-
sador to Russia, in Buchlau, Moravia. Although the confer-
ence had far-reaching consequences, no record of the con-
versations and no unimpeachable written evidence of the
agreements reached between the two statesmen are available,
except the conflicting versions of Izvolski and AerenthaL23
The substance of the questions discussed, it appears beyond
doubt, were Russia's attitude toward the contemplated an-
22 Osterreich-Ungarw Aussenpolitik, Vol. i, No. 48, p. 59.
23 As to Aerenthal's version, see his notes (undated) on the Buchlau
conversations  in  Osterreich-Ungarns  Aussenpolitik,  Vol.   i,  No.  79,
pp. 86fL, and his letter of September 26, 1908, to von Bulow, the Ger-
man Chancellor, in Die Grosse Politik, Vol. 26, Pt. I, No. 8934, p. 35.
For Izvolski's interpretation of what occurred, see his memorandum
(undated) handed to Sir F. (later Viscount) Bertie, British Ambassador
to France, and communicated by the latter to Sir Edward Grey with
despatch dated October 4, 1908, British Documents, Vol. V, No. 292,
enclosure, p. 383; a private report, dated September 20, 1909, of Sir
Fairfax Cartwright, British Ambassador at Vienna, on a conversation
had with Izvolski in Venice, ibid., No. 870, p. 807; Sir A. Nicolson's re-
port from St. Petersburg, dated Nov. 10, 1909, to Sir Edward Grey,
ibid.9 No. 872, p. 8 io.  See also the letter of the German Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs to Chancellor von Billow, dated September 26,
1908, reporting his interview with the Russian Foreign Minister, ibid^
No. 8935, p. 39, and the sympathetic analysis of available records by
Mandelstam, op. cit., pp. 667-^80. See also Out of My Past. The Mem-
oirs of Count Kokovtsov, pp. 215-218.